
March 20, 2020 

 

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi        The Honorable Kevin McCarthy 

Speaker of the House          Minority Leader 

U.S. House of Representatives        U.S. House of Representatives 

H-233, U.S. Capitol           H-204, U.S. Capitol 

Washington, DC 20515          Washington, DC 20515 

 

Dear Speaker Pelosi and Leader McCarthy: 

 

As negotiations continue on a recovery package for those affected by the coronavirus pandemic, 

we ask that you take steps to provide relief for millions of student loan borrowers.  With this in 

mind, we ask that the Department of Education be required to place all student loans in a state of 

deferment or forbearance, thus relieving borrowers of the worry of making their next loan 

payments if they are unable to. 

 

In the United States, more than 44 million people currently hold more than $1.5 trillion in 

student loan debt.  For countless Americans whose income will be significantly affected by the 

ongoing crisis, their ability to pay every day bills will be hampered, including those repaying 

student loan debt.  To his credit, President Trump announced last week that interest on student 

debt would be suspended due to the crisis.  This will provide significant relief to borrowers who 

will now be able to place their loans in deferment or forbearance without interest accruing.  

However, borrowers are still required to formally apply for these options, and they are only 

available for 12 months at a time before having to reapply.  Given the burdens already placed on 

families and those with limited resources, Congress should make this process as simple as 

possible.   

 

The aid package being negotiated should require the Department of Education to place all current 

federal student loans into a state of forbearance or deferment immediately, and until this crisis 

has subsided.  For those who are able and wish to continue making payments on their student 

loans, the option to opt out of forbearance or deferment should also be available.  This is a 

commonsense approach that would provide immediate relief to millions of Americans in an 

increasingly difficult period. 

 

We thank you for your attention to this matter, and for your work on behalf of Americans faced 

with growing uncertainty.  We hope that you will strongly consider this commonsense 

recommendation. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
David N. Cicilline 

Member of Congress 



House Members Co-Signing: 

 

Joyce Beatty   Derek Kilmer 

Donald S. Beyer Jr.   Brenda Lawrence 

Lisa Blunt Rochester   Barbara Lee 

Anthony G. Brown   Dave Loebsack 

Julia Brownley   Stephen F. Lynch 

Cheri Bustos   Carolyn B. Maloney 

Tony Cárdenas   Jerry McNerney 

Matt Cartwright   Gwen Moore 

Gilbert R. Cisneros, Jr.   Jerrold Nadler 

Yvette D. Clarke   Eleanor Holmes Norton 

Wm. Lacy Clay   Donald Payne, Jr. 

Steve Cohen   Mark Pocan 

Gerald E. Connolly   Jamie Raskin 

Theodore E. Deutch   Max Rose 

Debbie Dingell   C.A. Dutch Ruppersberger 

Lloyd Doggett   Tim Ryan 

Mike Doyle   Mary Gay Scanlon 

Eliot L. Engel   Jan Schakowsky 

Anna G. Eshoo   Albio Sires 

Adriano Espaillat   Darren Soto 

Marcia L. Fudge   Bennie G. Thompson 

Ruben Gallego   Mike Thompson 

John Garamendi   Lori Trahan 

Josh Harder   Marc Veasey 

Jahana Hayes   Nydia M. Velázquez 

Jared Huffman   Peter Welch 

William R. Keating   Jennifer Wexton 

Joseph P. Kennedy, III   Susan Wild 

 

 

 


